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Soon after, Severus set out upon the return journey to the West,
following in the reverse direction the route by which he had come
east to the victory at Issus. We know from Herodian that he
visited the legionary headquarters of Moesia and Pannonia. An
inscription recording that he and Caracalla reconstructed the
canabae of the legion VII Claudia at Viminacium1 suggests that
he was especially interested in the remodelling of the civil settle-
ments attached to the legionary camps which would now be
necessary as the result of his grant to the legionaries of legal
recognition of the unions they contracted with native women, and
the permission this carried with it to live with them and their
families2. The increased importance of such settlements is seen in
the fact that, in the reign of Severus, two of them, those at Car-
nuntum and Aquincum, both previously 'municipia,' received the
status of 'coloniae.' His movements in this region are reflected
also in an improvement of the road-system, especially in Pannonia,
Noricum and Raetia. One of the stretches of road now repaired,
that from Celeia to Aquileia, would be on the route by which he
entered Italy. Since he had reached Sirmium by 18 March3,
he had time to be in Rome by 13 April3 the anniversary of
his proclamation at Carnuntum, and presumably the opening
day of the festival of "his Deqpjaalia, which he celebrated this
year (202),
III. THE PERSONALITY AND POLICY OF SEVERUS
His entrance into the city, like all the more public acts of his
reign, was well timed. His impressive achievement in the East,
soon to be commemorated by the arch which still looks down upon
the Forum4, enhanced the celebration of his Decennalia, while the
stability which nine years of success had given to his rule seemed
to be projected into the future by the marriage of his son Caracalla
to Plautilla, the daughter of his Praetorian Prefect, C. Fulvius
Plautianus, like himself an African. But if the seven days festival
of April 202 was the culminating point of the reign of Severus, it
also brought the career of Plautianus to a climax which challenged
the eminence of the Emperor. Plautianus had been Prefect, and
almost continuously sole Prefect, since 197 (or earlier). After
being honoured by Severus with the consular insignia, he was
1 Dessau 9105.                    2 Herodian in, 8, 5. For the effect of this
indulgence at York and Caerleon see p. 42.
3 If the date and place of the rescript in Cod. Just. 11, 31 (32), I are
genuine.                                          4 Dedicated in 203 (p. 10, si. i).